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PREFATORY NOTICR 



The two following Sermons were recently 
preached by me before the University of 
Cambridge^ while filling the responsible office 
of a Select Preacher for the current Acade- 
mic year. They have been printed in defer- 
ence to the wish^ expressed by some of those 
who heard them^ that our young men at the 
University might have an opportunity af- 
forded to them of more maturely considering 
a subject of infinite moment^ and one which 
modem speculation now often brings before 
our thoughts. The Sermons are printed 
exactly as they were preached. They are 
homely and practical, but are the result of 



.^HTO^r mTicB. 



truly be coBSiderea 



tW8 or any age- 



May tbe blessmg ot ^^i 

,,^ble effort to set forth H« 



GliOnOSBTBB, 

May, 1863. 



SERMON I. 



the broad wat. 

St. Matthew vii. 13. 

Enter ye in at ike strait gate : for wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction^ and many there he which go 
in thereat 

rjlHESE, my brethren, are sad and serious 
-■- words, rendered still more sad and serious 
hj our ready remembrance of the occasion on 
which they were uttered, and of the lips from 
which they fell. It would have been sad 
enough to have found them anywhere in the 
inspired word of God. We should have shrunk 
from them if we had found them in one of the 
glowing pages of Amos or Hosea; we should 
have felt ill at ease if a corrupt Corinth had 
called forth such a rule, and above all such a 
reason from the pen of a reproving Apostle. To 
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have met with these words anywhere in God's 
revealed word would have been sad and start- 
ling; sad, because what our own limited ex- 
perience seemed to suggest might be true in 
many cases was here infallibly declared to be 
so universaUy; startling, because the hoping 
against hope which is one of the most familiar 
characteristics, even of our better nature, must 
here have received a serious and unwelcome 
shock... To be told anywhere on the pages of 
the word of God, that the gate to life was 
straitened and narrow ; to find the cynical esti- 
mate of the mass, which a pagan proverb had 
made familiar, suddenly reaffirmed, and more 
than reaffirmed in the language of the H0I7 
Ghost, would seem even to a superficial thinker, 
above measure grave and momentous. A rule 
and a reason, — ^and stick a reason; a reason 
tacitly glancing at our common instincts of fol- 
lowing the majority, only to appeal to the yet 
more natural instinct of self-preservation ; Enter 
in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there he which go in thereat. 

My brethren, I am confident I have not 
overstated the case, when I say that such a rule 
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and such a reason found anywhere in the com- 
pass of the language of inspiration would have 
roused and startled anj sober man among us 
when it fairly came home to him. With all 
the idle speculation about degrees and limits of 
inspiration now so rife, — ^with all the readiness, 
that alas is now only too apparent, of taking it 
for granted that prophets and evangelists said 
more than either they meant or were fully war- 
ranted in saying, — ^with all these evil influences 
about us and around us, there is yet a kind of 
instinctive loyalty to God's word in the heart 
of hearts of us all, that would have made these 
words of our text something more than un- 
palatable, something more than unwelcome, 
wherever we might have found them in the 
compass of Scripture. We should feel it to be 
experience confirmed by something higher than 
experience ; the common result of common ob- 
servation substantiated by something that, 
however we might be willing to dilute the 
meaning of the word, — still bore the momentous 
title of Revelation. 

Such a rule then and such a reason could 
hardly fail to disquiet us wherever we might 
find them in God's revealed word: and now, 

1—2 
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when we quietly recall where we do find them,— 
in the New Testament, in the Covenant of love, 
in the epitome of that covenant, in the closing 
and most solemn portion of that epitome,— 
uttered neither hy prophet nor apostle, but by 
our Lord Himself, our present Intercessor and 
our future Judge, — ^when we soberly reflect on 
this, — ^when we call up in fancy the very scene 
of the utterance of these words, — ^the gathered 
multitude, apt symbol of that last gathering of 
all nations and tongues, — ^the nearer circle of 
the Apostles, mysterious foreshadowing of the 
future place of them who are hereafter to sit 
as assessors to the Lord in His judgment, — 
when we thus look backwards on the past 
and gaze forward to the future, we cannot, 
I am sure, feel otherwise than seriously im- 
pressed with the solemnity of the declaration, 
and with the startling contrast it presents to 
modem hopes and prepossessions. 

Never perhaps, since the first days of Chris- 
tianity, has there been a time when it would 
seem to be more necessary than it now is to 
settle the question with our hearts and con- 
sciences whether the feeling of anxiety and dis- 
quietude which such declarations as those of the 
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text seem certainly to bring home to us, is a 
feeling really to be relied on, whether it is a 
true and genuine Christian feeling to be che- 
rished and to be acted on, or whether it is but 
the last lingering shadow of the so-called pre- 
judices of an early education, — ^the last shadow 
that the waxing light of modem speculation will 
chase away for ever. 

Is there not abroad everywhere a sort of 
feeling, a feeling not yet drawn out into definite 
teaching, but still recognized and acted on, that 
our old prepossessions, — ^the strait gate and the 
wide gate, the narrow way and the broad way, 
the sheep and the goats, the many and the 
few, — ^all need complete reconsideration? Is 
there not a sort of persuasion that all this is 
but imagery, to be treated as imagery, to be 
reasoned on as imagery, but never to be ap- 
plied with the homely force of old reality to the 
complex aspects of modern life and society? 
Brethren, the very best of us are tried with 
these doubts ; we put them away from us, but 
they come back again; we struggle to escape 
from them, but they belong to* the age in which 
we live and the sympathies in which we share, 
and they are soon by our side again. In the 
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self-commimiiig of the solitary walk, in the 
minutes of reflective musing on the speculative 
page, in the stream of thought on the sleepless 
bed, the anxious query of our own times rises 
up unbidden in the heart, — ^what if, after all, 
the old-fashioned view of man's salvation should 
be too narrow and restricted? What if, after 
all, this stern line of demarcation should prove 
to be only imaginary ? Science shows us every- 
where more and more comprehensive develop- 
ments; the realm of nature teaches us to admit 
freer generalizations and wider analogies; the 
very laws and principles of human society, mu- 
table it would seem at first sight as that society 
itself, appear to be but expressions of some prin- 
ciple at once persistent and inclusive. What, 
if it be so with salvation? What, if further 
development and discovery may not shew that 
wider laws than have hitherto been revealed to 
us are the real and the true laws of man's future 
destiny, and that generalization is not more to 
be expected and observed in the visible king- 
dom of nature than in the invisible kingdom of 
grace? 

If this be so, if speculations, such as these, 
are now among the most startling character- 
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istics of our own times, — if hopes and persua- 
sions, such as I have alluded to, are now 
finding far more general reception than we 
could have at first believed, — ^if not only pro- 
fessed treatises on religion but our very yna- 
nuals of consolation, are more than tinged with 
the same prepossessions, — if this indeed is so, 
then, I do not think we could choose a more 
wholesome and timely subject for our medi- 
tation than the rule and the reason which the 
serious verse forming our present text brings 
distinctly before us, and to which the still 
sadder verse that follows adds such a startling 
and melancholy enhancement. 

I purpose then, brethren, to devote the two 
sermons, to which, by the kindness of the 
University, I have been permitted to restrict 
my present course, to a sober, homely, but 
thorough consideration, in all its details, whe- 
ther of images, words, or reasoning, of that 
one preeminent passage in Scripture in which, 
— on infkllible authority, in imagery the most 
suggestive, and terms the most definite and 
explicit, — ^man is shown by his future Judge 
the solitary pathway of safety and solemnly 
urged to follow it. Such a consideration. 
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especially if we thus confine ourselves to what 
is simple and practical, and avoid what is 
doubtful and speculative, .will I sincerely be- 
lieve do us all good, — for while, on the one 
hand, we shall certainly find that the text, 
seriously considered, gives a conclusive answer 
to all queries of unlicensed hope, we shall still, 
on the other hand, as certainly find involved 
in it such sober and vital consolation as will 
sustain every anxious and fainting heart among 
us, and minister encouragement even where at 
first sight encouragement seems least likely to 
be found. 

Let us then at once address ourselves to 
our serious and responsible task. 

The whole passage, of which our text 
forms the first portion, will readily be observed 
to consist of a rule, and — ^if we adopt the 
Received Text — two reasons, one on the nega- 
tive side and the other on the positive, each 
accompanied by a sort of subordinate reason 
or comment, the second of which, it cannot be 
denied, is of a purport unusually sad and 
amazing. This second portion of the passage, 
— ^the straitness of the gate, the narrowness of 
the way, and the scantiness of the numbers 
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that find it, will require bo much anxious 
consideration, both as to its purport and lo- 
gical connexion, that it will be best for us to 
devote ourselves, for the time that remains this 
afternoon, more exclusively to the first and 
simpler portion of the passage — the portion 
which alas ! experience seems to confirm, — and 
to reserve next Sunday for a consideration of 
the second and sadder portion that remains. 

Before we discuss the special details of 
imagery, words, or reasoning, let us pause to 
make two or three preliminary observations on 
the whole passage. These have already been 
touched upon, but are of an importance, in re- 
ference to the practical bearing of the whole 
passage, that may justify some few words of 
fuller comment and expansion. 

1. In the first place, brethren, let us well 
weigh the really tremendous significance of the 
simple fact — ^that these words were spoken by 
our Lord.... It is sad enough to call to mind 
that, thus considered, they must be deemed 
declarations made by supreme and infallible 
authority, — that they are the statements of 
Omniscience ; it is sadder still to call to mind 
that they are uttered by Him before whose 
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tribunal we and all men most stand, and that 
thus, in a certain sense, we have a Judge anti- 
cipating His own sentence ; but saddest of all 
is the remembrance that they are uttered by 
Jesus the Redeemer, — that they are the decla- 
rations of the saving Lord, — that He who died 
for us, when contemplating the procedure of 
His own ever-blessed sacrifice, does thus speak 
of the general aspect and distribution of man- 
kind. With the complete and present know- 
ledge of all the eternal efficades of His own 
saving grace and love, — efficacies past, present, 
and future ; — with the fiill inward consciousness 
of the cleansing powers of His own blood, 
and of the universality and sufficiency of His 
own atonement, the all-merciful Saviour yet 
declares the ever present result, — ^the broad 
highway of perdition and the many that are 
found thereon, — the narrow pathway of life 
and the few, the scattered, and the isolated 
that have grace sufficient even to find it. 

My brethren, it is impossible to over-esti- 
mate the weight of this consideration. That 
the Saviour should thus speak of those He was 
saving and come to save, that the Bedeemer 

of the world should thus distribute those to 
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whom ledemption was freely offered, and for 
whom His blood was to "be poured forth as 
an atonement, ever remains one of the most 
serious truths connected with the words which 
we are now considering, — ^a truth which never 
can be dwelt upon without anxiety, never fully 
realized without mingled feelings of awe and 
disquietude. 

2. In the second place, let us not over- 
look the almost equally serious truth, — ^that 
these words form part of the Sermon on the 
Mount.,,. Thej are not words called forth by 
any special circumstance which might in some 
degree have accounted for their tenor; they 
were not uttered, as they were in substance 
a few months afterwards, to check overbold and 
overcurious enquiry, and to give a practical 
turn to a question which, in the form it was 
proposed, only involved anxious but profitless 
speculation. Under no special circumstances of 
any kind were the grave words uttered on 
which we now are meditating. As they now 
appear before us they can only be considered 
as forming a part of our Lord's general, and, 
so to speak, deliberate teaching. They find 
their place in a discourse addressed alike to the 
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multitude and to the disciples, to the many 
and to the few, to the wanderer from Tyre and 
Sidon, to the follower from the plain of Gen- 
nesareth, to the emissary from Jerusalem, and 
to the loyal disciple from the hamlets of Gali- 
lee, — to all were these words uttered, — to the 
Apostles and to the multitude, to the Church 
and to the world.... Whatever opinions we 
may entertain of the general character of the 
Sermon on the Mount, — ^whether with older 
writers we deem it only the Gospel counter- 
part of the Sinaitic lawgiving, or whether, with 
the majority of our modem interpreters, we 
more naturally regard it as the frill and formal 
* Matth. exposition of that which two Evangelists* tell 

iv. 17. 

Marki. if. US was the tenor of the Lord's early preaching, 
— Repent and believe in the Gospel^ — ^however 
we may regard the Sermon, the simple fact, 
that a declaration of such a nature as to the 
general state of mankind finds a place in a 
discourse so solemn and formal, has ever seem- 
ed to those who have soberly considered the 
subject, as in no small degree adding to its 
weight and seriousness. 

3. To which let ns add this third remark, 
that the very place in this Holy Sermon where 
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the words of the text are found Is not without 
its import and significance.... And here again, 
without entering into any discussion of the dif- 
ferent estimates of the exact connexion of the 
Sermon, we seem fully justified in saying that 
there is but little doubt that it consists of three 
divisions, the first benedictory, the second ex- 
pository, the third admonitory. It opens with 

blessings; distinct statements of the require- 
ments of the Gospel as contrasted with those 
of the law form the second and considerably 
longest portion ; admonitions and warnings close 
the whole, — and these last, as the connecting 
particles in one or two instances very clearly 
show, admonitions and warnings that have a 
studiedly retrospective reference to the truths 
and principles which our Lord vouchsafed to 
lay down as the fundamental teaching of His 
Gospel : All things then (no good interpreter 
has failed to notice the force of this particle*), *See 
— all things^ then, whatsover ye would tJiat men loc, 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto them ; for 
this IS the law and the prophets^, ^ Matth. 

vii, 12. 

With these words there seems good reason 
for thinking that Ihe second portion of the 
Sermon comes to its general close, and merger 
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naturallj into the third portion, the monitory 
and warning portion with which the whole is 
concluded. 

And with what words does that third por- 
tion begin ? What is the warning that occu- 
pies the chief place in this gravest portion of 
the Divine discourse? What is the declaration, 
which, by its connexion in imagery with fore- 
going declarations^ reminds the deeper thinker 
that it is but the legitimate application of the 
holy principles that have been already laid 
down and dwelt upon? What words are they 
thus important in place and connexion?.... 2^ 
words on which we now are meditating. The 
same divine lips which, but a few sentences 
before, declared that to him that Tmocheth it shall 
* ver. 8. le opened*^ now apply the same image in the 
form of precept and exhortation, serious as the 
serious reasons with which it is immediately 
associated: Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate and broad is the way that lead- 
eth to destruction^ And many there be which go in 
thereat. 

After such considerations, dear brethren, 
with what force does our text seem to return to 
us. If we stopped here, and with nothing 
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more in oar thoughts than the introductory 
comments which have just been made, pro- 
ceeded to apply the text to ourselves and the 
world around us, we could scarcely fail to be 
moved and edified by words, so weighty in 
themselves, and uttered under such circum- 
stances and such, a connexion. But if we go 
onward to details, if — as may be done, and 
perhaps beneficially done, in a congregation 
like the present — ^we ponder on the very words 
and forms of expression, draw out the imagery, 
and bring up the full force of particulars, we 
shall give weight to the comments that have 
been already made, and shall feel more and 
more the really tremendous import of the words 
we are now considering. In His first Sermon 
in the great epitome of His divine teaching, 
and in the most impressive portion of it, the 
Saviour of the world bids us enter at once by 
the strait gate and narrow way, because those 
whom we might otherwise be tempted to follow, 
the mass, the many, yea those many whom our 
dear Lord came to save, have entered another 
gate, and are treading another way — a way that 
leadeth to — ^perdition. 

To pass onward to these details. I have 
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already sHghtlj alluded to the imageiy of the 
passage in the expression of the opinion, that 
the metaphor involved in a preceding precept, 
Knodc and it shall he cpened^ is here continued 
in a sostuned form. Having said this, I can 
scarcely avoid expressing an opinion on the 
exact relations of the imageiy of the words now 
before ns. 

It has been long and eagerly debated, Jtrst 
whether we have here two, as it were, parallel 
and similar-meaning images, a gate and a way, 
or whether they are in dependence on one 
another; and secondly y if so, whether the gate 
stands at the beginning of the way, or, as 
wonld seem at first sight more natural, — at its 
issoe and termination. At the risk of seeming 
presumptaons, but consistently with the opi- 
nion that the image of entrance into the Lord's 
ways implied in the Knock and it shall he 
opened is here continued, I must express the 
belief that the early expositors were not right 
in deeming the two images mainly identical; 
and further, that, of later interpreters, they 
alone seem to have rightly apprehended the 
true meaning of the passage, who conceive the 
gate, the natural emblem of arrested steps, 
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pause, choice, as opening upon a pathway, and 
not (as confessedly seems the case in the some- 
what parallel passage in St Luke*) standing at *ch. xiii. 
its end, and opening into the mansion where 
the Good Master is awaiting us.... If this view 
be correct, — ^and I think the more fully it is con- 
sidered the more it will commend itself to us, — 
if this be so, the image seems at once self- 
explanatory.... We are all standing, if you will, 
within the walls of a great city ; round us the 
cincture of the future, the wall that separates 
the undecided present from the temporal and 
eternal hereafter. Yonder stand two gates ; on 
this side a scarce seen postern, low, strait, hard 
to be distinguished, with difficulty found, — the 
postern of repentance, self-denial, and self- 
surrender unto Christ ; beyond it a path, — apt 
emblem of a life of persistence therein, — a 
path scarce seen, narrow, broken, frequented 
by few, yet leading upward to an horizon 
momently growing brighter and brighter with 
the light of an endless day. On that side 
stands another gate, — a broad portal, the 
broad portal of waywardness, self-pleasing, 
and worldliness in all its forms, opening into 
a wide well-trodden road, thronged with joy- 

2 
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ous multitudes, easy, descending, but leading 
into a dim and clouded vale on which rest 
the sad shades of deepening and deepened 
night. 

Such is the image, and with what force and 
significance of detail is that image sustained 
and enhanced ! How every word tells ! How 
the very abruptness of the command, made 
still more evident to the sensitive reader by the 
■ elciXderc, tcnse in the original*, brings home to the heart 
the true and only way of obeying it. Enter, 
and at once. No dallying with time, no lin- 
gering in forming a decision. Enter with 
undelayed steps: Enter once and for ever. 
And where? The actual place is not definitely 
stated either here or in the contrasted enter- 
ing-in alluded to in the next clause, but both 
are made sufficiently clear by the words that 
mark the issues of the two roads. Enter in 
— where our dear Lord is calling, where His 
gracious hand is seen beckoning, whither His 
Spirit is leading,-— enter where He is, enter into 
life. But how ? By the gate through which, 
as far as could be possible for the sinless One, 
He passed; — ^the gate of self-denial, the gate 
of humility, the gate of obedience, — and, to us 
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poor fallen ones, the gate of conyersion and 
repentance. 

But why must it be thus? Why this nar- 
rowed entrance? Why this straitened postern? 
Why this cheerless approach and joyless way? 
Why thus ? Is man's path to his Maker to "be 
"but the reflected image of his Lord's pathway 
to Golgotha? Is there no "broad and royal road, 
along which the redeemed may pass, festive, 
triumphant, rejoicing? Not here. A way in- 
deed there is broad enough, and a gate wide and 
lofty, but it is the very existence of such a way 
that forms the reason for the command, and for 
the emphasis that falls on the word that defines 
all. Enter by the narrow gate ; yea, the nar- 
row gate, for all that is otherwise, road or portal, 
leads direct away (mark, dear brethren, in both 
clauses the equally telling compound*) to a final * 4ir<£7ow- 

<ra. 

and fearful issue, — ^to an end marked by the 
very strongest word that is found in the sacred 
Volume, a word never used but with a designed 
and terrible significance, — ymioperditiori^ — death * th dmb^ 
eternal under all its most fiightful characteris- 
tics, penal obliteration of every element of life, 
penal and punitive corruption. Tea more, and 
to enhance the dread reason follows the still 

2—2 
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more dreadful comment that through that gate 

and along that way (the usage of the writer I 

•Cmnp.De believe justifies the latter interpretation*), — 

Wetta in 

loc. along that way enter, or rather, blessed be God 

* eiffepx6- that thus we read, are entering^, — ^are entering, 

fievoi. 

while now we are considering their case, — ^into 
the frontier of the realm of darkness, the manj, 
the majority, those with whom we almost in- 
stinctively group ourselves, those whom, from 
habit, we mechanically follow, — ^and yet those 
who, the text tells us, form in themselves the 
very outward cautionary mark of the dread 
whither of that broad way along which we and 
they are passing onward so easily and so 
joyously. 

Tea, verily, to sum up all. The way of 
perdition has its two unchanging marks, — ^it is 
easy and broad, and it is frequented. Ease and 
numbers, the two things man's heart most 
clings to, are the silent finger-posts of Satan's 
highway. Ease and numbers are the two 
things that suggest the solemn reasons for the 
emphatic command. JEnter ye in through the 
strait gate ; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
wag that leadeth off to perdition, and many there 
he which are entering in thereat. 
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And now, dear brethren, that we have thus 
closely considered the text in its reasoning and 
more striking details, let ns not part without 
some few words of sober application. This is a 
difficult place to apply such a text, and yet 
perhaps the veiy difficulty suggests that the 
attempt should be made. The old love and re- 
verence that every faithful son of our Mother 
University feels for his old home, almost stays 
the preacher's words when he would apply to 
his audience such a text as the present. It 
seems excusable to try to hope and believe that 
this is one of the few places in the world where 
such a text is hardly applicable in its ftdlest 
extent, nay more, that the many of the text are 
here represented by the few, — ^that the pathway 
here most trodden is that of self-renunciation 
and holiness, the gate most cheerfully entered 
that of humility and obedience. So would the 
heart and affections of every faithful son of 
our common Mother almost constrain him to 
think. But the judgment of the inward spirit, 
the very self-knowledge that was here acquired, 
the very self-inspection here often made and not 
yet forgotten, the teaching of observation and 
the records of experience, all warn the preacher, 



M THE BROAD WAT. [Snuf. 

that even here, with present influences so 
blessed and memories so ennobling, the words 
on which we are dwelling have their Ml and 
proper application ; yes, that with Chapel-bells 
calling to dailj prayers, and friendly voices, 
Snndaj after Sunday, in the home circle of the 
individual College, or within the hallowed walls 
of the Mother-church, declaring the characteris- 
tics of the narrow way to Christ, — still that 
even here the imagery of the text is to be re- 
cognized but little less plainly than elsewhere. 

Dare we say, my elder brethren, that there 
are not here to be found refined forms of utter 
selfishness, love of intellectual ease, admiration 
of mere mental supremacy? Are there no spi- 
rits among us that walk proudly and delicately? 
Are there no hearts that, at this very moment, 
may be complacently meditating how clear it 
must be to an intelligent thinker, that a Gospel- 
call such as we now are hearing, with its sharp 
lines of demarcation and its strongly contrasted 
imagery, might have been suitable enough for 
the times when it was uttered, and the rude 
ears which heard it, but is now only useful for 
those whose intellectual culture is low, and 
whose fears require to be worked upon 
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Brethren, dear Christian brethren, these feelings 
may be, at this very moment, in the hearts of 
some of us here present. Texts like the one 
before us ever tend to call them out. The dread 
characteristic of God's word being a savour of 
life unto life, or of death unto death, may even 
now be finding its realization. But are these 
proud fancies either true or tenable? Nay, is 
not the text, even now, in this nineteenth cen'- 
tury, only too sadly true? Is not every one 
who is living to himself as determinate a treader 
in that broad way as those many to whom he 
might consider such imagery alone was appli- 
cable? Remember, dear brethren, that broad 
way has its varied aspects and attractions* It 
is no mere expanse of turmoil and dust. High 
over-arching avenues fringe it on either side, 
and beneath runs the smooth pathway with its 
real but scarcely perceptible declivity, where 
the self-pleasing and self-pleased children of 
this world can walk onward in their intellectual 
tranquillity, gazing perchance with pity or dis- 
gust at the rude bustling throng of less refined 
forms of sin that hurry along the interspace of 
the dusty and descending way.... But the end 
and goal is the same. The facea of all are 
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tamed the same way; the progress is in the 
same direction ; it is every moment bearing us 
away farther from sanctifying grace and re- 
deeming love, from Jesus and Him crucified. ' 
Suffer then this word of exhortation; con- 
template the actual, the real, probability that 
higher mental gifts may tend to develope more 
refined, and so more dangerous forms of selfish- 
ness, — ^the selfishness of a proud spirit, proud 
in its estimate of itself, proud of its culture, 
proud of its progress, proud of its serenity, at 
times like the present of great Christian 
anxiety, proud and self-pleased, and yet in that 
very pride and self-complacency bearing sure 
witness to the fact that the feet are not treading 
the way of Him who came, not to do His own 
will, who was meek and lowly in heart, and 
whose choicest blessing, even in the very Ser- 
mon we are considering, was reserved for the 
poor in spirit, whose heritage is the kingdom of 
Grod. If it be so, if there be such a sure wit- 
ness as to the pathway that is not followed, O 
then I do beseech you remember the text. 
There are only two roads; if it be not the path 
with Christ and to Christ, — ^it must be, it must 
be, that way which our text defines with such 
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terrible force of langnage, as the broad and 
thronged road of death wdA perdition. 

And now let me draw these words to their 
close, yet not without the earnest prayer that 
they may have led ns all to some graver 
thoughts in reference to our own states, and 
may have tended to correct the buoyant esti- 
mate that now is everywhere entertained of the 
easiness of salvation. If this text is to be ac- 
cepted in the plain and literal meaning of its 
words, — and this I do think our present medita- 
tions have tended to substantiate, — ^if it be felt 
that the Lord Jesus speaks to all hearts, and 
His holy Sermon is to all times, then within 
the hearts of many of us there must even now 
be gathering some clouds of anxious and dis- 
quieting thought. If such there be, if these 
humble words have been permitted 90 to bring 
the text home to any heart as to make it be- 
gin to fear that the broad portal may uncon- 
sciously have been passed, and that the way 
beneath the feet is the broad and the descend- 
ing, then may the grace of God awaken the 
next thought that return is as yet not difficult. 
The very image gives encouragement. The 
gate is wide; it is not then so hard to return 
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past it. Effort will be needed, but at first no 
more than may be necessary to move onward 
in a changed direction, and to stem the out- 
streaming company. In this doubtless there is 
trial. The solitary straggler-back is ever fol- 
lowed by the taunts of former companions, 
often, alas, obstructed, studiously and design- 
edly obstructed by those to whom the returning 
steps and reversed course are a reproach and a 
rebuke that the conscience jibst feels, but which 
the powers of the world and the flesh very soon, 
in the first place stifle, and in the second place 
cause to be resented. 

Trial there must be, and I disguise it not, 
but the first trial overpast the reversed course 
becomes each moment easier. The wide gate is 
passed, the interspace soon crossed, the nar- 
row gate found, and in some cases the more 
readily from the very contrast it presents to 
the melancholy past. The once lost is found. 
The blessed accents of encouragement, the com- 
mand that never would have been uttered if 
strength were not also ministered to follow it, 
is now heard sounding in the soul. Enter in, 
Enter in; — one hasty glance at the miseries 
and dangers now for ever left, and by some 



II. 



I.] THE BROAD WAT. 27 

determination, it may be a sudden movement 
of the spirit, or it may be the more gradual 
maturation of deepened conviction, and the 
narrow gate is actually passed^ life and soul 
are surrendered to Jesus Christ, the living 
way IS at last realized; the living Presence 
ever there now glows around us, — ^what was 
rugged becomes smooth, what was narrow be- 
comes the widening way of the redeemed,— 
the way to Zion of the prophetic promise*, •Isai. li. 
where everlasting joy shall be on the head of 
those that pass thereon, and where sorrow and 
mourning shall for ever flee away. 

And this is no highly coloured picture. 
The words of encouragement that I am now 
speaking are words of soberness and truth, — 
words which may be realized by every soul 
among us to whom in any degree they are 
felt to appeal. If among you, my younger 
brethren, for to you my concluding sentences 
shall be specially addressed, — ^if there be among 
you one heart to which I am now permitted 
to be carrying conviction, — for our dear Lord's 
sake, by His sufferings and by His blood, 
pray for strength to act on that conviction. I 
may now be speaking to the inmost soul of 



58 THE BROAD WAT. [Skric. 

one who sins in secret, knows he sins, and 
yet has not strength to turn backwards, who 
waits, almost with a superstitious earnestness, 
for something, — ^some sign, some call, some 
issue that may break a spell he knows to 
be dreadful, — a spell of sin and of shame, but * 
from which he cannot^ — carmot in the saddest 
meaning of that word, escape and free himself. 
Poor captive soul, struggling to be free, and 
yet held in the meshes of a corruption from 
which you have not the power to break away, 
because the power of the Spirit in you is be- 
coming weaker every hour! Yet hear me. 
The call has come, the sign is given. Yea, 
regard these poor words of mine as the call, 
and break the dreadful thraldom. You may do 
it now, perhaps never again. Nerved by these 
words, encouraged by the picture of the possible 
return, you may now do what you have never 
yet had strength to do: break the spell, arise 

and be free You are free A resolution 

may at this very moment have been formed, 
a scarcely realized decision, on which life eter- 
nal may hereafter be found, perhaps in a great 
measure, perhaps almost wholly, to depend. 
God grant, dear hearer, that it may be so, and 
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that this day may be the beginning of the re- 
turn, — the witness of the first steps of the 
wandering one back to the everlasting fold. 

And to us all may God give grace and 
strength. May this day's meditations have 
stirred up every heart among us to look to our 
ways and to the path we are actually treading. 
If there be those signs, which I have this day 
alluded to, ease and numbers, — ^if we are justly 
anxious about the way whereon we^ are going, 
God turn us, and speed our steps backward 
to the narrow gate of life. If, as I will yet 
dare to hope in this place, we are, in a very 
cheering proportion, actually on the narrow 
way, may God bring us all to that heavenly 
home whither the way leadeth, — that heavenly 
home whither the Lord Jesus has gone before, 
and where His faithful ones shall at last all 
be gathered together, — to be with Him and 
to abide with Him, for ever and for ever. 



SERMON II. 



THE NARROW WAT, 



MaTTH. VII. 13, 14. 

Enter ye in at the strait gate : for wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat : because strait is the gate, and nar^ 
row is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it 

"TTT^E now approach the second and con- 
cluding portion of the grave subject which 
the words of the text bring emphatically before 
us — the straitness and difficulty of the pathway 
unto life, and the fewness of those who have 
grace to overcome it. Last Sunday it was my 
endeavour to confine our attention, as much as 
it was possible, to the preceding portion of the 
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text which I have just read, — ^to the Be- 
deemer's precept and the first reason by which 
it was enhanced. To day it will be well for 
us to confine our attention equally closely to 
the concluding portion, and to the mournful 
and startling truths which are there solemnly 
disclosed to us : Strait is the gate and narrow 
is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there 
he that find it. 

It might at first sight have seemed best to 
limit our present text to these words alone, 
but a little consideration of the passage will 
show that the reasoning, which is here of great 
importance, would thus be missed, and with 
it the connection and dependence of the five 
clauses of which the whole is composed. This 
point will require first to be considered, as 
the more practically important part of our sub- 
ject, — the application and general bearing on 
Christian life and Christian practice of the 
text's concluding words must necessarily vary 
with our estimate of their general logical con- 
nection with what has immediately preceded. 

This connection, which I ventured, to a 
certain extent, to assume last Sunday, I must 
now briefly substantiate. 
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For the sake of keeping before us a gene- 
ral and comprehensive view of the whole pas- 
sage the opinion was expressed that the whole 
consisted of a command with two reasons, and 
with two appended comments which form other 
and subsidiary reasons ; the first reason in each 
case being more in the form of the positive 
disclosure of a practical truth, the comment 
or subsidiary reason more in the light of a 
solemn disclosure of the real state of things 
as seen by the eye of Omniscience. Enter in 
at the strait gate, — the STKAIT gate, because (the 
primary reason) the wide gate and hroad way 
lead away to destruction, and (the comment or 
subsidiary reason), as the Beader of all hearts 
sees and judges, there he many that are entering 
in thereat. Yea verily, enter in hy the STIIAIT 
gate, because (again the primary reason) strait 
is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth 
away to life, and (the comment or subsidiary 
reason) there be few that find it, — and so, it may 
be, fewer stiU that walk on it. In a word, the 
command is enhanced in the first place by a 
reason drawn from the misery and ruin of the 
contrary course, and in the second place by a 
reason drawn from the blessedness of the pre- 
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scribed course. — Enter in at the strait gate, he-- 
cause the gate and way of contrary aspect lead 
to perdition ; enter in at that strait gate, for it 
opens on a way which alone leads onward to 
life. 

But, is it clear that this is the exact logical 
connexion of the solemn words now before us ? 
Not perfectly certain, but, to say the least, in a 
high degree probable. There is another mode of 
viewing the connexion of the latter clauses, — 
the clauses that more immediately form this 
afternoon's text, — ^which we seem bound to 
notice, though it is hardly probable that we 
shall be led to adopt it. It has been thought 
by some that the two concluding clauses, be- 
caiise strait is the gate and narrow is the way 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it, depend on the declaration immediately pre- 
ceding, wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat, — and not on the introduc- 
tory and emphatic command.... If this be so, the 
last clause, the fewness of the finders of the nar- 
row way, on which all our anxious interest really 
is concentrated, must be regarded as a kind of 
subordinate reason for the foregoing converse 

3 
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statement that so many are treading the way to 
perdition; and the revelation, in its simplest 
terms, amounts to little more than this, — ^many 
are on their way to perdition because few are 
on the road to salvation, — an undoubted truth, 
depending on the suppressed link in the reason- 
ing that there are only two classes, and that 
the fewness of the numbers of the one will 
necessitate the greatness of the numbers of the 
other. The truth of such a proposition is, as 
I have just said, tthdoubted, — ^but we shall 
probably to a great extent agree, remembering 
as we may do the style of St Matthew, and the 
tendency to parallelism which is so marked a 
characteristic of the language in which, in all 
probability, the text was first written, — that the 
former view, that which makes both pairs of 
clauses equally depend on the command, is the 
most simple and natural, and most consonant 
to the structure of the whole discourse. 

It will at once be seen that this view has 
the great advantage of enabling us to confine 
our attention exclusively to the clauses before 
us, without involving ourselves in any anxious 
enquiries as to the exact numerical contrasts 
between the many and the few, and further, that 
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we are thus again bound up in thought with 
that on which Christian practice alone turns — 
the vital and emphatic command; Enter in, 
enter in at once ; it needs every effort and energy ; 
the gate is narrow, it is hard even to Jind, and 
no streaming multitttde leads the way to it. 
Precept, reason, and comment are thus brought 
together in simple yet perfect unity, and the 
tenor of the solemn words becomes closely 
allied to that which is obviously and more ex- 
plicitly the tenor of the similar words recorded 
by St Luke*, when the anxious query turn- * ch. xiii. 
ed more on purely numerical relations. Lord, 
are there few that be saved? The precept which 
then formed the answer was completely practi- 
cal in its aspect ; Strive, make an earnest effort 
(it is a strong word in the originaP) to enter in; ^ ay<avi. 
for many I say unto you will seek to enter in 
(seek only and not strive), and will not he able. 
Even so it is here, there being this only differ- 
ence between the passages, — ^this significant 
and most comforting difference, that there no- 
thing is definitely said about the fewness of 
the saved, because the passage is in its refer- 
ence predictive and future, here the fewness is 
definitely alluded to because the whole text has 

3—2 
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simply reference to what is present^ to what is 
now going on, and to what may admit, at any 
time, of blessed change and amelioration. In 
the leading characteristic, however, both pas- 
sages are the same ^ not speculation but prac- 
tice^ — practice it is true (in the case of our pre- 
sent passage) enhanced by reasons the most 
solemn, and distributions the most startling, but 
still, veritable practice. The two fundamental 
positions of both passages are the same; Sal- 
vation is not easy; those that hy the grace of 
Ood are now working it out are not many hut 
few. 

And here we might at once turn to the 
practical reflections which such solemn declara- 
tions cannot fail to awaken, were we not stopped 
by a question of a really serious nature; to 
which we seem bound to return some sort of 
answer. Are we sure that the word^ now before 
us are exactly those uttered hy our Lordf In 
the most profound of all the passages in the 
New Testament in which the general aspects 
and distributions of mankind are more exactly 
described, are we quite sure that the words, as 
we read them in our English Bibles, faithfully 
represent what was uttered on the Mount of the 
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Beatitudes ? In other words, is there any im- 
portant difference of reading which it is our 
duty anxiously to consider? There is, as many 
of you well know. A single letter is it, a single 
vowel on which all turns*. If the vowel be*'"' ^"• 
omitted, a new and much more serious view of 
these words is at once presented.... The first 
j)art relating to the wide gate and broad way 
remains the same, but the second portion, that 
on which we now are dwelling, passes at once, 
by a startling transition, from the language of 
didactic calmness to that of exclamation and 
emotion ; either thus, — How strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth away to life — 
or, as some have wished, though less probably, 
to render the words. Why is the gate strait and 
the way narrow that leadeth away to life? — ^in 
either case an exclamation which, remembering 
the lips by which it was uttered, we cannot deem 
otherwise than most justly amazing and affright- 
ing. Yea, brethren, if we accept this reading, 
we must then admit that our dear merciful 
Lord, after having specified the wide gate and 
broad way of perdition, and the many stream- 
ing along it, — suddenly paused, and with all 
His heart-reading knowledge of the difficulty of 
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salvation, and of the frightful force of contrary 
example, passed at once into that language of 
emotion of which the Holy Gospels present so 
few example3,-yea, that in His great Sermon, 
in the ears of His disciples and in the ears of 
the gathered multitude, He declared in the 
strongest form that human language can assume, 
the exceeding straitness of the gate and way 
that lead unto life^ and the fewness of them that 
pass thereby. 

What are we to say? What decision are 
we to come to in a matter thus sad and dis- 
quieting, thus involving the possibility of a 
shade of still deeper gloom being added to a 
verse that, even as it stands, may well seem to 
be the most truly mournful in the whole of the 
Covenant of Grace. What are we to say ? If 
we look to outward evidence we see that the 
most ancient and important manuscript in the 
world^ and with it a preponderance of the 

^ It is commonly stated that thefint hand of B wrote Stl, 
and that the reading rl is a subsequent correction. There 
seems, however, reason for thinking, that the correction was 
made by the first hand, and thus that it has ckims to be the 
original reading of the manuscript : see Tr^elles in he. For 
a substantiation of the statements made in reference to the 
manuscripts and versions, see the critical editions either of 
Tregelles or TiEK^endoif. 
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earlier documents, all adopt the language of 
emotion, — ^nay more, that a translation of the 
words which might have been in the hands of 
the last of the Apostles, and with it several 
others of nearly equal critical value, all adopt 
the same view, — and that too, so distinctly and 
explicitly, that our greatest living English 
critic* has not hesitated to adopt the form of^DrTre- 
exclamation, and to publish it as the true words 
uttered by the Lord Jesus and recorded by His 
Evangelist. 

On the other hand it is comforting to find 
that the great manuscript of the Scriptures 
that has been recently discovered^ maintains the b Codex 
Keceived reading, and that with it there is suf- Tom. iv. 

T) A. col 1 

ficient outward authority to make us give just 
weight first to the practical remark, — ^that the 
dropping out of a letter is far from uncommon, 
even in the best of our manuscripts; and 
secondly to the more important observation, that 
instances of this kind of exclamation, on the 
part of our Lord, are very few and very differ- 
ent to the present. All this is comforting ; and 
when we add to this our ready recognition of 
the calm, instructive, and deliberate tone of 
every other portion of the Holy Sermon, — a 
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tone and a tenor to which such an utterance 
would present a violent and almost incredible 
contrast, — ^we may perhaps with justice adopt 
the more familiar reading, though it must 
still be with the feeling that a small accession 
of documentary evidence might constrain us, 
as honest men, to take the sadder view, and to 
believe that the Saviour of the World, the 
Redeeming Lord himself, when contemplating 
in thought the narrowness of the gate and the 
way, and the fewness of those who enter there- 
in, was so moved by the contemplation that He 
passed from the calm language of holy teach- 
ing into that of abrupt and sorrowful amaze- 
ment. 

The feloness of those who enter thereon, — the 
smallness of the number of the chosen! Oh, 
brethren, how those thoughts press home ! How 
they seem, whether we will or no, to extort 
from us some sort of expression of an opinion. 
Whatever reading we may take, however we 
may interpret, the real fact remains the same, 
and the poor heart forces on us the anxious 
question, — the question of questions, — Does not 
holy Scripture imply if not declare that the saved 
are few f Can we modify, can we avoid this truly 
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terrible Inference? What answer can we make? 
What do we find explicitly revealed in the 

language of the Holy Ghost Four passages 

there are, the present, the parallel passage in 
St Luke*, and the two recapitulatory comments * ch. xiii. 
which close the parables of the Labourers in 
the Vineyard and the Great Supper, — ^that the 
chosen are few^. All four texts plainly point ^ '^^^^y 
the same way.... The fewness of the chosen ^^"-H- 
is the undoubted teaching of revelation.... The 
deepest expounders of Holy Scripture have ever 
recognized it; the ablest preachers have ever 
regarded it as clear and patent, — and as a truth 
to which they might ever most justly and 
most cogently appeal. The most celebrated 
sermon on this subject that the world has ever 
heard, — a sermon twice preached; — once be- 
fore a mixed audience in the so-called capital 
of the civilized and artificial world, and once 
before a powerful monarch and a luxurious 
court, assumes the truth as certain, and does 
but apply it. And perhaps some of us may 
remember how to that truth and to that appli- 
cation of it the testimony of soul and spirit 
was given by those two worldly audiences in a 
way so truly amazing that no writer of the 
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life of Massillon has failed to record it, — ^how, 
on both occasions, at the same sentence in the 
peroration, the whole congregation, with one 
simultaneous movement of conviction, rose to 
their feet aghast and excited, and how the per- 
turbed preacher covered his face with his hands, 
breathless and silent^ — ^preacher and people, in 
that strange pause, alike bearing the testimony 
of the inner spirit to the tremendous import 
of the text and the veritable fewness of the 
chosen. 

More tranquil but not less convincing will 
be the effect produced on the mind of any one 
who reads the homely but most solemn medi- 
tation of our own Bishop Beveridge* on the 
same subject... Where the grave writer invites 
th^ reader to join with him in withdrawing in 
thought from any given • congregation five or 
six classes, on which all would agree as being 
called only — called and not chosen, — and then 

1 See Biogr. Univenelle^Axi, 'Massillon/ Vol. xxvn. p. 
414 ; and for some interesting comments on the passages see 
Edinb. Review, Vol. XLV. p. 159 sq. The sermon alluded to, 
it need scarcely be added, is ^'Le Petit Nombre des Elus." 
The passage will be found on p. 336 of the Paris edition 
[1810], Carimef Tome ii. 

* Private Thoughts, No. 8, Vol. vin. p. 444 sq., {A,'C, 
Lihr.), 
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calmly to consider what must be the numeri- 
cal estimate of the residue : the conviction pro- 
duced in the mind is as deep as it is sadden- 
ing and unwelcome. Nay more, when we 
ourselves walk through the streets of a peopled 
city, and scan the outward look and aspect 
of those who make up each wave of the hurry- 
ing current, and then think, merely on the out- 
ward evidence thus hastily supplied, of the 
future of them and ourselves, are there not 
often gathering thoughts in the inner heart, 
thoughts scarcely defined yet of inexpressible 
sadness, all pointing the same way, all predis- 
posing us to accept such a text as that which 
we have now before us as true even to more 
than the letter? 

But it is on the letter that we shall be wise 
to stand. It is on the strict and exact inter- 
pretation of the words of the solemn passage 
now before us we may securely rest. There 
indeed we shall find warning, — ^warning sad and 
grave as was ever uttered in the ears of men, 
but there also we shall find comfort and en- 
couragement. Let this one homely comment 
b3 borne in mind, — ^a comment derived from 
a proper consideration of the letter, — viz. that 
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the text, as it stands, has no future reference. 
All is present; the tenses are present, studiedly 
present ; the allusion is to what now is passing, 
what now exists, but what even now, by the 
atoning blood of Him who spake the words, 
may be blessedly changed and modified. The 
closing words on which at first we naturally 
dwell with the deepest anxiety, and as natu- 
rally and justly connect with the other texts 
of which I have just spoken where the fewness 
of the elect is more particularly specified, — 
even these closing words, few there he that are 
finding it, are still confined to the domain of 
the present, to that which, by the grace of the 
Spirit, admits of change and alteration. Nay 
more, as I have already hinted, between that 
text in St Luke where the strait gate is alluded 
to, — that one of the four texts just specified 
which, at first sight, seems most identical with 
our own, — ^between that text and the words 
on which we now are dwelling the distinction 
is most clear and most consoling. There the 
reference is to the many only, and the state- 
ment is confessedly future and predictive, 
Many, I say unto you, WILL seek to enter in 
and WILL not be able; but, nevertheless, no nu- 
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merical estimate of the residue is either stated 
or even implied. Here, where allusion is speci- 
ally made both to the few and the many, the 
reference is distinctly and significantly pre- 
sent,— j^to there be that are finding tV...few 
doubtless, for the Saviour hath said so, — ^few, 
— ^yet by His grace which is more than suflS- 
cient for our weakness those few may become 
many. 

Whether they do and will become many 
it is not for us to ask, — ^though even to this 
question the Holy Scriptures vouchsafe, if not 
to give, yet to hint at answers not wholly de- 
void of consolation, especially in the Solemn 
passages* which specify the upgathering and*Eph.i. lo. 

Col. i. io. 

restituent energies of union with Christ, our 
present Kedeemer and everlasting King. And 
to these passages let it finally be observed the 
two passages above alluded to, — in which the 
elect are specially said to be few, — present not 
even a seeming contradiction, for, as Waterland 
has justly pointed out^ the term elect is a very 
special one, and by no means coextensive with 

^ In a Toiy clear and sensible sermon on the parable of 
the Labourers in the Vineyard ; see WorhSf Vol. ix. p. 246 
(Van MUdert, ed. i). 
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the more general term, the saved, the term used 
by the anxious enquirer in the passage in 
St Luke. As no answer was returned to that 
enquiry, so also none is explicitly returned 
to the question of deeper and truer sympathy, 
whether the few that are now finding the nar- 
row gate will so be augmented as to become 
many. Consolatory hints are not denied, but 
the moment love and hope presume to lose 
themselves in speculation. Scripture, — and no 
part of it more distinctly than the present 
passage, — brings us at once back to practice. 
If our dear Lord and Saviour now tells us all, 
as he told the multitudes on the mount, that 
few there he who are finding the gate and the 
pathway of life, then our only question is, — 
How can we ourselves augment the few, who 
is to be our guide, whither are we to go, if we 
would swell the numbers of that blessed com- 
pany who now are on the narrow pathway to 
the kingdom of God ? 

This, dear brethren, is our only question, 
and our answer is the text, Enter in at the 
strait gate, — ^the gate of humility, the gate of 
denial of self, the gate of devotion to Christ 
and to Him crucified....?^ strait gate! Ah I 
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we recoil.... Cold preacher, we exclaim, is this 
then all you have to tell us ? Oh sunny life, 
what dark shadows this casts on you! Fresh 
bounding heart, we bitterly say, how this checks 
you 1 What restraints where all should be joy- 
ous and free! Is this really the Christian 
estimate of Christian life? Is this the per- 
vading sentiment of a Gospel which claims to 
be a veritable Glad tidings, — of a revelation, 
in which one of the most distinctive precepts 
is Rejoice evermore*'. ^ i Thess. 

Enter in at the strait gate.... Yes, brethren, 
we must confess, the very best of us must 
confess, that there are times when such a pre- 
cept as that which is the practical answer to 
the only question we have a right to ask seems 
cold as winter-snow, — and when we are almost 
tempted to doubt whether rule, reason, and 
comment are to be accepted simply as they 
were uttered, and whether some deduction is 
not to be made for the many changes in the 
relations of human society that have taken 
place since those stirring days when the pre- 
cept might have indeed seemed the only rule 
of life, the narrow way the only path of hope 
and salvation. What then are we to say ? All 
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our meditations have tended to make us feel 
that the words have as full a force now as when 
they first were uttered. The current of our 
thoughts has been bearing us further and fur- 
ther away from speculative adjustments to 
veritable practice. We find ourselves brought 
back finally to the opening command, — ^and 
yet we recoil. Christianity^ we say, thus con- 
sidered seems hut asceticism ; its essence denial 
of what is natural, its real principle surrender 
of what it seems our very instinct to cling to 
and to fove....But is it so? 

My brethren, reverent antiquity has dwelt 
on this text and this command even as we are 
dwelling on it now; it has thought the same 
thoughts as we are thinking now, and it has 
ever reverted to one general answer. Yes, I 
will make bold to say that scarcely an expo- 
sitor of any celebrity from the days of Chry- 
sostom to our own has failed, when dwelling 
on this text, to refer directly or indirectly to 
the one conclusive statement of the beloved 
Apostle, that the commandments of Jesus are 
■iJoh. V. not grievous^, and to this certain inference, — 
that such a self-denial and self-surrender as 
is set forth in the text does not involve one 
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element of grief or burden to the loving and 
regenerate heart. 

But we may go further even than this. We 
may again confine ourselves to the very words 
and imagery of the passage before us, and in 
them alone see the true answer to every anxiety 
and doubt. The truth of truths is not at first 
seen, and yet it lies, openly and significantly, 
in the very expressions that the Lord has 
vouchsafed to make use of.... Our meditations 
have led us back to the rule, and that rule 
we find is self-denial and self-surrender. But 
to whom and with whom? Dear brethren, 
who is the gate, and who is the way? Who 
is it that has studiedly delineated Himself by 
these very images, and in so doing, has brought 
out the true aspect of His own holy words, 
and has given us assurance, — ^blessed consola- 
tory assurance, — ^that this command now ad- 
dressed to us, — this command which at first 
seemed so chilling and so stern, is but another 
form of a holy call to Himself. Tea verily, 
that the true and only paraphrase of our 
Master^s words as uttered in the text are His 
own words as recorded by the same Evange- 
list*, Come unto me all that labour and are ' ch. xi. 28. 

4 
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h^avy laden, — come unto me, and I mil refresh 
you. 

Christ is the gate, Christ is the way. He 
is Himself in a certain sense, that which He 
describes ; nor is it without the divinest har- 
mony of teaching, even to imagery and ex- 
pressions, that if in the first Evangelist He has 
called us to the strait gate and to the narrow 
way. He has vouchsafed by the fourth Evan- 

• ch. X. 9; gelist* to disclose the mystery of meaning that 
lies deep in the very words and metaphors that 
He was pleased to make use of in the solemn 
text of this day's meditations.... He is the gate 
and He is the way.... If we enter the gate of 
self-renunciation it is only to be more com- 
pletely in Him and with Him; if we tread 
the narrow way it is only the more completely 
to realize Him before us. Him around us. Him 
ever, ever nigh; / am the door: if any man 

«» Johnx.9. enter in, HE SHALL BE SAVED^ These are our 
Lord's own words, definite, predictive, future ; 
this is the utterance of holy comfort that as- 
signs to our text its true meaning, and binds 
it in blessed and indissoluble union with the 
many texts of hope to which at first it seemed 
to present such a contrast, and with which it 
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is now seen to be in such complete and en- 
during harmony. The self-surrender of the 
text is not self-surrender in the abstract, but 
self-surrender as furthering and expediting and 
realizing our union with Him. The strait 
gate is strait only to those that love not Jesus 
Christ ; the narrow way is narrow only to those 
who see not and feel not that it is to be 
trodden only, that He who is not more the 
light and the truth than He is the path and 
the way, may be the more feelingly realized 
as our hope and life, the more experimentally 
found to be the very centre of our existence, 
— ^He in whom we have been called, with 
whom we have been raised, and in whom we 
and all who love Him shall be upgathered and 
restored, and with whom it is His own divine 
unchanging will that we should be for ever- 
more : Father, I will that they also whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am\ ' J<>^« 

x?ii. 14 

And now at length the holy words have 
brought us, by the simple leadings of simple 
and homely thought, to the Holy One who 
Himself vouchsafed to speak them. What 
seemed so hard and so chilling is now myster 
riously changed; the strait gate is but sur- 

4—2 
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render of self to Jesus Christ ; the narrow way 
only that which implies and ensures the com- 
pleteness of the union; nay the very dread 
distribution, — the many and the few, — only 

• 

the more feelingly reminds us that the per- 
sonal love of the personal Lord is not a moving 
principle of the mass and the multitude, and 
that it is to be found in its purity only among 
the chosen and the few. But that love may 
develop and increase : it may grow more vivid, 
it may grow more real; the now cold many 
may hereafter silently augment the glowing 
few, and the wrapt Evangelist's vision of the 
redeemed and palm-bearing multitude — ^that 
multitude which no man could numher^ of all 

* Rev. vu. nations and kindreds, and people and tongues^ 

9- 

— ^may at the last become a blessed and con- 
solatory reality. 

But, — ^are the beginnings of this holy state 
now to be traced? This, my brethren, is the 
sad turn which the few words of application 
that yet remain to be spoken must necessarily 
take. Is there any clear manifestation, either 
here or elsewhere, of a more chivalrous self- 
devotion than of old? Alas! is not the con- 
verse the more true ? Is there not, as I said 
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last Sunday, among us elder men, many marks 
of a more refined selfishness than ever? Is 
not enthusiasm in matters of religion com- 
monly received with coldness ? Are not warm 
words in behalf of Christ crucified often heard 
with indiflference, if even not judged to be un- 
real or unseasonable. Let us confess the ti'uth. 
What would now to a great proportion of the 
more highly educated be the most welcome 
assurance that the Christian minister could give? 
What would many of our own standing, and, I 
I fear, very many of the half generation below 
us, now most gladly hear substantiated, — ^the 
truth of the text that we have been considering, 
or something more nearly approaching to the 
converse of it? If it could be seen written, as 
with the finger of God in the sky above, that 
there really was, after all, a very large middle 
class which Scripture had wittingly ignored, 
but which, notwithstanding, would infallibly 
occupy a central position between the pre- 
eminently chosen and the few, if any, abso- 
lutely rejected, would it not be a veritable 
Gospel to this our nineteenth century of re- 
demption? Are there not numbers, some there 
may be in this very chapel, who would feel in 
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such an authoritative declaration a relief beyond 
words, and would openly thank God that what, 
in spite of Scripture and the never wholly 
silenced conviction of their own hearts, they 
had hoped and tried to believe, was now at 
length placed beyond doubt. Such a practical 
reversal of this day's text would be the most 
welcome sermon ever preached on it. 

What, however, does all this show? Not 
that there is any very general wish that the 
ordinary influences of Christianity should be 
impaired or suspended, — ^but simply that there 
should be a more selfish freedom from religious 
restraint; that the strait gate might still be 
left for the devotee or the enthusiast, but that 
there should certainly be somewhere a fairly 
broad and practicable way along which those 
who were willing to live soberly and morally, 
but were confessedly busy and preoccupied, 
might still walk with the assurance of recep- 
tion at the last. What however does all this 
really amount to, but a weakened estimate of 
sin, a lowered view of redemption, and, worst, 
worst of all, — a seriously diminished personal 
love of a personal Saviour f On this personal 
love to a personal Lord I believe everything in 
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this world and the next exclusively depends. 
I believe it to be the key to all the mysteries 
we have this day been considering, I believe 
it to be the text for our own times, — that on 
which the destinies of the concluding half of 
the anxious century in which we live will be 
found more to turn than on any other princi- 
ple of life and action that could possibly be 
specified. 

And this personal love is gradually becoming 
less and less.... It is impossible to mistake the 
signs of the times ; it is impossible to over- 
estimate the bleakness and desolation to which 
modem intellectual life is now silently and 
steadily tending. To perceive the once glowing 
love of earlier days for the dear Lord who 
bought us dying out, — ^to feel less individual, 
less personal depth of affection, — to recognize 
less and less perfectly the mystery of His gra- 
cious indwelling in our poor human heart,— to 

realize Him no longer as our personal friend 
and Saviour, in affliction near us, in trials 

about our path, in joy sympathizing, in sorrow 
cheering — to be conscious, as thousands now 
are, that the once personally loved and person- 
ally adored Lord Jesus of happier days is 
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merging into the scarcely individualized Christ 
of speculatiye history, — ^to be aware of all this 
spiritoal change, and worst of all to rejoice in 
it, — ^to call it freedom, and to boast of it as phi- 
losophy, — this is indeed the saddest aspect of 
modem culture, the truly mournful and desolate 
issue of the license of modem thought. 

I have ventured thus to speak, mainly with 
reference to those of more mature age among 
us, as it is to them or, at any rate, to the 
younger portion of such that modem speculation 
is most likely to address itself. My words are, 
however, equally designed for the youngest mem- 
bers of our body who may have felt the pres- 
sure of the prevailing tendency to explain 
away or to lower the simple, unchanging stand- 
ard of salvation. 

The majority of you, my younger brethren, 
are, I would fain hope, unshaken in your faith, 
and unswerving in your trustful acceptance of 
the words of your Lord and Saviour ; yet to 
you the text most earnestly speaks ; to you the 
call to enter in at the strait gate is addressed 
even more cogently than ever. And do you 
answer to that call? What are we to say? 
What means this deepening disinclination to 
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enter into Holy Orders, manifested everywhere, 
and now at last beginning to be brought home 
to our own University. Surely there are loyal 
hearts here. Surely mere worldly considera- 
tions cannot be now T)ecoming the all in all 

among those whose very age is in some de- 
gree a protection against such a saddening 

form of temptation. Can it be, with such holy 

influences all around you, that you are so far 

shaken in faith as to feel disinclined to commit 

yourselves more exclusively to the service of 

Christ, — of Him for whom I believe in my 

heart any one of you would now, if need be, step 

forth and die, — die as brave spirits of this our 

Mother University have died before. No I I 

will not think it. I will believe only that of 

late you have not viewed the matter in its true 

lights and aspects, and have deemed that the 

Lord's yoke is one that must needs press you 

down, and that in His service you can never 

be joyous and free. Higher views of the holy 

profession may even have mingled with lower 

feelings, and contributed to lead to the result 

which is now becoming mournfully apparent, 

and filling many hearts with deep anxiety and 

disquietude. God grant, dear brethren, that 
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these humble words may in some degree have 
tended to correct such utterly mistaken impres- 
sions of Christian life and Christian practice. 
God grant that they may have tended to quicken 
that personal love towards our Redeeming Lord 
which is the only vital principle of a Christian 
course. That love makes the strait gate seem 
wide and high as the overarching heavens; 
that love makes the narrow way a path broad 
as salvation itself, heavenward-leading, per- 
sistent, free. The way is Christ crucified, pro- 
gress thereon is ever increasing fellowship with 
Him, — ^the end and goal is union with Christ 
glorified, joy, peace, and blessedness with the 
Lamb of God. 

Thither, dear brethren* thither may we all 
press onward, realizing more and more the truth 
which it has been my humble effort to bring 
home to all hearts, — ^that our dear Lord's com- 
mandments are not grievous, and that our text 
is a call to Hirriy — no stem cold command, 
but a call to a Redeeming Lord, — a call to 
One who Himself supplies the strength to obey 
that call, and who is Himself the very path 
and the way whither His heavenly voice is 
evermore calling. If this thought and this 
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feeling be fully realized, then all will be well 
indeed: the steep will become easy; the nar- 
row free. Ever quickening steps will bring 
us at length to the heavenly city; the gate 
of pearl' will be reached; the trusting hand ' Rev. xxi. 
will knock; it will be opened to us, and we 
shall be ever with the Lord. 
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Magaeine; with other Occasional Essays. 
Crown 8vo. 98. 



By JoHK Stuabx Mill. 

Utilitarianism. Octavo. 5s. 
Considerations on E>epresentatiye 

Government. Second Edition. Octavo. 9s. 

Dissertations and Discussions, Poli- 
tical, Philosophical* and HistorioaJ. 248. 

Thoughts on Parliamentary !Reform. 

Second Edition, with Supplement. Is. 6d. 

On Liberty. Second Edition. 7s. 6d. 
Principles of Political Economy. 

Fifth Edition. Two Volumes. 308. 

A System of Logic, Eatiocinative 

and Inductive. Fifth Edition. Two 
Volumes. 258. 



Bj Alix. Baiv, M.A., Professor of Logic 

in the University of Aberdeen, and Eza- 

minerin Logic and Moral Philosophy 

in the University of London. 

On the study of Character, in- 
cluding an Estimate of Phrenology. Octavo. 
9s. 

The Senses and the Intellect. 

Octavo. 16s. 

The Emotions and the Will: com- 
pleting a Svstematio Exposition of the 
Human Mino. Octavo. 168. 



Dialogues on Divine Providence. 

By a Fellow of a College. Foolscap 
Octavo. Ss. 6d. 

God's Acre ; or. Historical Notices 

relating to Churchyards. By Mrs. Sxoiri. 
Post Octavo. lOs. 6d. 



Transactions of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Promotion of Social 
Science. 1869,168. 1860,1^8. 1861,128. 
1862, 128. 

The Listitutes of Justinian; with 

English Introduction, Translation, and 
Notes. ByTHoxiiB C. Sakdabs, M.A., 
late Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. 
Octavo. 16s. 

Principles and Maxims of Jurispru- 
dence. By J. Q. Phillixobb, Q.C., 
Reader to the Four Lins of Court. Octavo. 
12s. 

De Lolme's Rise and Progress of 

the English Constitution. With Histo- 
rical and Legal Introduction and Notes 
bv A. J. Stbphxits, LL.D., F.B.S. Two 
Volumes. Octavo, £1 lOs. 

Statutes relating totheEcclesiastical 

Institutions of England, India, and the 
Colonies; with the Decisions thereon. Bv 
Abohibald J. Stbphbbb, LL.D., F.B.S. 
Two Volumes, Boyal Octavo. £8 Ss. 

Charges on the Administration of 

the Criminal Law, the Bepression of 
Crime, and the Beformation ox Offenders. 
By Matthbw Daybnpobt Hill, Q.O., 
Becorder of Birmingham. Octavo. 168. 

Remains of Bishop Copleston. With 

Beminiscences of his JJie. By the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin. With Portrait. 
10b. 6d. 

Memoir of Bishop Copleston. By W. 

J. CoFLiSTOir, liLA. Octavo. lOs. 6d. 

English Life, Social and Domestic, 

in the Nineteenth Centuiy. Third Edition, 
Bevised. 40. 6d. 

Evelyn's Life of Mrs. Godolphin; 

Edited by the Bishop of Oxford. Third 
Edition, with Portrait. 6b. 

The Merchant and the Eriar; 

Truths and Fictions of the Middle Ages. 
' An Historical Tale. Bf Sir Fbasoib 
Palobatb. Second Edition. $8. 



Tour in the Cnmea, and other 

Countries adjacent to the Black Sea. By 
Lord Db Bob. Crown Octavo. 40. 6d. 
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A Manual of Geographical Science, 

Mathematical, Physioal, Historical, and 
DeBoriptiye. In Two Parts. 

Fabt I. comprises 

MATHEMATICAL 6E0GBAPHY. 
By the late Professor M. O'Bbixk. 

PHYSICAL GEOGBAPHT. By D. T. 
Akbtxd, M.A., F.B.S. 

CHAETOGBAPHT. By J. B. Jack- 
80V, F.B.S. 

THEOBT OP DESCBIPTION AND 
GEOGBAPHICAL TEBMmOLOGY. 
By the Bev. C. G. Nioolay. 

Faxt U. contains 

ANCIENT GEOGBAFHY. By the 
Bey. W. L. BxyAir. 

MABITIME DISCOVEBY AND 
MODEBN GEOGBAFHY. By the Bey. 

0. G. NlCOI<AT. 

And a copious Index to the whole Work. 

Two Yolomes, Octayo, 26s. 6d. The Farts 
separately. Fart I., lOs. 6d.; Fart II., 

168. 

An Atlas of Physical and Historical 

Geography. Ensrayed by J. W. Lowbt, 
under the direction of Professor Anbtxd 
and the Bey. C. G. Niooi<at. Imperial 
Folio, in a Wrapper, 6s. 



The Eincdom and People of Siam ; 

With a Narratiye of the Mission to that 
Country in 1855. By Sir JoHir BowBiiro, 
F.B.S., her Muesty's Plenipotentiary in 
China. Two Vols., with Illustrations and 
Map. 82s. 

rhe Biographical History of Philo- 
sophy, fiK>m its origin in Greece down to 
the present day. By Gbobob Hxnxy 
Lxwxb. Library Edition. Ootayo. 168. 

Paley's Evidences of Christianity. 

With Annotations by the Aboebisbof ov 
DuBLiv. Octayo, 9b. 

Paley's Moral Philosophy, with 

Annotations by Bichaxd Whatbly, D.D., 
Archbishop of Dublin. Octayo. 7s. 



Bacon s Essays, with Annotations 

by Archbishop Whatbly. Fifth Edition. 
Octayo. 10s. 6d. 

Eemains of the late Mrs. Bichard 

Trench. Being Selections from her Jour- 
nals, Letters, and other Papers. Edited 
by her Son, the Dean of Westminster. 
Second Edition. Octayo. 16b. 



By Okablbs J. Ellicott, D.D., Lord 
Bishop of Gloucester. 

Historical Lectures on the Life of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Beinff the Hulsean 
Lectures for the year 1869. Third Edition. 
10s. 6d. 

The Destiny of the Creature, and 

other Sermons, preached before the Uni- 
yersity of Cambridge. Second Edition. 

58. 

A Critical and Grammatical Com- 
mentary on St. Paul's Epistles. I. — QUar- 
tians. Second Edition, enlarged. Bs. 6d. 
II. — Ephesians. Second Edition, enlarged. 
88. 6d. III.— Pastoral Epistles. Second 
Edition, enlarged. 10s. 6d. lY.— Philip- 
plans, Golossians, and Philemon. Second 
Edition. 10s. 6d. Y.— Thessalonians. 
Second Edition. 7s. 6d. 



By BicHABD Chbkbtix Tbbkch, D.D., 
Deiui of Westminster. 

A Select Glossary of En&rlish Words 

used formerly in Senses different from 
their present. Second Edition. 4fl. 

English, Past and Present. Fifth 

Edition. 4e. 

Proverbs and their Lessons. Fifth 

Edition. 3s. 

On the Study of Words. Tenth 

Edition. 8s.6d. 

On Deficiencies in our English 

Dictionaries. Second Edition. Octayo. 3s. 



On the Classification and Geogra- 
phical Distribution of the Mammdia : 
being the Lecture on Sir Bobert Beade's 
Foundation, deliyered before the Uni- 
yersity of Gambri<kpe, 1869 ; with an 
Appendix on the Gorilla, and on the 
Extinction and Transmutation of Species. 
By BiCHAKB OwBB, F.B.S., Superin- 
tendent of the Natural History Department 
in the British Museum. Octayo. 68. 

Familiar History of Birds. By Bishop 

SzAVLBY. Cheaper Edition 3s. 6 



By Mabt Bobbbts. 

Wild Animals; and the Regions 

they Inhabit. t?heaper Edition. 28. 6d. 

Domesticated Animftla ; -with refer- 
ence to Ciyilisation. Cheaper Edition. 
28. ed. 

By EiULT Seibbbvv. 

Why should we Learn P Short 

Lectures addressed to Schools. Foolscap 
Octayo. 28. 
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By WiLLiAX Whbwsll, D.D., F.B.S., 
Master of Trinity Coll., Gunb. 

History of the Inductive Sciences. 

Third Edition. Three Vols. 2te. 

History of Scientific Ideas: being 

the First Fart of a Newly Bevised Edition 
of the PhUo9op\voftke Iwiuetvoe Scieneea, 
Small OotaTO. Two Vols. 14s. 

Novum Organon Renovatum : being 

the Second Fart of a Newly BeyiBMl 
Edition of the Philotopkg <if ike IiulueHve 
Seieneea. Small OotaTO. 7s. 

On the Philosophy of Discovery, 



Discovery, 

ioal, being tne 



Chapters Historical and Critical, „ 

third and concluding Fart of the Bevised 
Edition of the FhUaaophy qfthe Inductive 
8eieHee$, 98. 

Indications of the Creator. Second 

Edition. 68. 6d. 

Lectures on Systematic Morality. 

Octavo. 7s. 6d. 

Of a Liberal Education in General. 

Fart I., 48. 6d.; Fart II., Ss. 6d.; 
Fart III., 2s. 

On the Principles of English Uni- 

Tersity Education. Octavo. 6s. 



A Svstem of Surgery, Theoretical 

and Fractical, in Treatises by various 
Authors, arranged and edited by T. 
HoLitxs, M.A. Cantab, Surgeon to the 
Hospital for Sick Children, and Assistant- 
Surgeon to St. George's Hospital. Volume 
I. — General Pathology. Demy 8vo, £1 Is. 
Volume II. — Local Injuries — Diseases of 
the Eye. Demy Octavo. £1 Is. Volume 
III.— Operative Surgery — Diseases of the 
Organs of Special Sense, Bespiration, Cir- 
culation, Locomotion, and Innervation. 
Demy Octavo. £1 Is. 

Lectures on the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Fhysic. Br Thoxas Watsok, 
M.D., Fhysioian Extraordinary to the 
Queen. Fourth Edition, revised. Two 
Volumes. Octavo. 348. 

A. Treatise on the Continued Pevers 

of Great Britain. Illostrated by Coloured 
Flates, Dianams, kc. By Chaklxs Mub- 
OHisoN^, M.D., F.B.C.F., Senior Fhysician 
to the London Fever Hospital, luid Assistant 
Fhysician to the Miodleaex HospitaL 
DemySvo. ISs. 



By HiKBT Geat, F.B.S., Lecturer on 
Anatomy at St. George's Hospital. 

Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical. 

With nearly 400 large Woodcuts, from 
original Drawings, from Dissections made 
by the Author and Dr. Carter. Boyal 
Octavo, Second Edition. 288. 

The Structure and Use of the 

Spleen. With 64 lUustrations. 168. 



Physiological Anatomy and Physio- 
logy of Man. By Bobbbt Bbntlbt 
Todd, M.D., F.B.S., and William 
Bowmab, F.B.S., of King's College. 
With numerous Original Illustrations. 
Two Volumes. £2. 

Manual of Human Microscopic 

Anatomy. By Albbbt Bollikbb. With 
numerous Illustrations. Octavo. 248. 

On Spasm, Languor, and Palsy. By 

J. A.Wii.BOir,MrD. Fost Octavo. 78. 



By GxoBOB JoHKBOK, M.D., Fhysician 
to King's College Hospital. 

On the Diseases of the Kidney ; their 

Fathology, Diagnosis, and Treatment. 
Octavo. With lUustrations. 148. 

On Epidemic Diarrhoea and Cholera; 

their Fathology and Treatment. With a 
Becord of Cases. Crown Octavo. 78. 6d. 



Lunacy and Lunatic Life: with 

Hints on Management. Small Octavo. 
88. 6d. 

On Medical Testimony and Evidence 

in Cases of Lunacy ; with an Bssay on the 
Conditions of Mental Soundness. By 
Thomas Mayo, M.D., F.B.S., Fresident 
of the Boyal College of Fhysioians. Fools- 
cap Octavo. 8s. 6d. 

Diphtheria : its History and Treat- 
ment. ByE.HBADLAK Obbbbhow, M.D., 
Fellow of the Boyal College of Fhysioians. 
Octavo. 7s. 6d. 

A Dictionary of Materia Medica and 

Fharmacy. By Williak Tmouxb Bbavdb, 
F.B.S. Octavo. 16s. 

Popular Physiology. By Dr. Lord. 

Third Edition. 68. 

By Jomr Tombs, F.B.8. 

On the Use and Mant^ement of 

Artificial Teeth. With filustrations. 
88. 6d. 
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By WiLLiAK Allsit Millbs, M.D.,F.B.S., 

Frofbsaor bf Chemistry, King's College, 

London. 

Elements of Chemistry, Theoretical 

and Fractical. With numerons Sluatra- 
tiona. Second Edition. 

Fart I. Chemical Fhjsics. lOs. 6d. 
Fart II. Inorganic Chemistry. 20s. 
Fart III. Organic Chemistry. 208. 



First Lines in Chemistry for Be- 

dnners. By Br. Albekt J. Bbshtats, 
F.C.S., Lecturer on Chemistry at St. 
Mary's Hospital. With lilustrataons. 78. 

The Chemistry of the Four Ancient 

Elements— Fire, Air, Earth, and Water : 
an Essay founded upon Lectores delivered 
before her Migesty the Queen. By Thohas 
Q-BiTTiTHS. Second Edition. 4s. 6d. 

Of the Plurality of Worlds. An 

Essay. Fifth Edition. 68. 

Lectures on Astronomy, delivered 

at Song's College, London. By HsintY 
MosBLBT, M.A., F.R.S., one of her 
Minesty's Inspectors of Schools. Cheaper 
Edition. 8s. 6d. 

Recreations in Astronomy. By the 

Bev. Lbwis ToHLiirsov. Fourth Edition. 
4s. 6d. 



By J. Btissbli. Hiitd, Foreign Secretary 

of the Boyal Astronomical Society 

of London. 

The Comets: with an Account of 

Modem Discoveries, and a Table of all the 
emulated Comets, nom the Earliest Ages. 
Fost Octavo. 6s. 6d. 

The Comet of 1556: on its antici- 
pated Be-appearance, and on the Appre- 
hension 01 i)anger from Comets. Fost 
Octavo. 2s. 6d. 



An Astronomical Vocabulary; an 

Explanation of all Terms in Use amorgst 
AstronomexB. Small Octavo. Is. 6d. 



Elements of Meteorology. By John 

Fbbdxbick Dakixll, F.R.S., &o. Two 
Volumes. With Charts and Flates. 32s. 



On the Nature of Thunder-storms ; 

and on the Means of Frotecting Buildings 
and Shipping against the Effects of Light- 
ning. By Sir W. Sirow Habsib, F.B.S. 
Octavo. 10s. 6d. 

The British Palsozoicf Eoclts and 

Fossils. By Frofessor Sbdowick and 
Frofessor M'Coy. Boyal Quarto, with 
numerous Flates. Two Vols. 42s. 

By C APTAiK LBNDTjDirector of the Fractical 

Military College at Sunbury, late of 

the French Staff. 

Elements of Fortification, Field 

and Fermanent. With 236 Woodcuts. 
7s. 0d. 

By BUTLBB WiLLIAKS, C.E. 

Practical Geodesy; Chain Sur- 
veying, Surveying Instruments, Levelling, 
Trigonometry, and Mining; Maritime, 
Estate, Farochial, and Railroad Sur- 
veying. Third Edition, revised. Octavo. 
8s. 6d. 

A Manual of Model-Drawing from 

Solid Forms ; with a Fopular view of 
Ferspeetive; Shaded Engravings of the 
Models, and numerous Woodcuts. Octavo. 
16s. This Manual is published under the 
Sanction of the Committee of Council on 
Education. 

By JoHir HuLLAH, Frofessor of Vocal Music 

in King's College and in Queen's College, 

London ; and Organist of 

Charterhouse. 

The History of Modem Music. A 

Course of Lectures delivered at the Boyal 
Institution of Great Britain. 6ii. 6d. 



Readings in English Prose Litera- 
ture ; from the Works of the best English 
Writers; with Essays on English Lite- 
rature. Fifth Edition. 38. 6d. 

Readings in Poetry; from the 

Works of the beet English Foets, with 
Specimens of the American Foets. Thir- 
teenth Edition. 38. 6d. 

Readings in Biography ; a Selection 

of the Lives of Eminent Men of allNations. 
Fifth Edition. 38. 6d. 



Readings in Science; Familiar Ex- 
planations of Appearances and Frinciples 
in Natural Fhiloaophy. Fourth Edition. 
3s. 6d. 
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Woman's Bights and Duties, con- 
sidered with reference to their Effects on 
Society and on her own Condition. By a 
Woman. 

Two Yolames, Post Octayo. 14s. 



Woman's Mission. 

The Fourteenth Edition. 



2s. 6d. 



By JoHK S. B. MoKBBLL, LL.D. 

Spiritual Songs for the Sundays and 

Holidays throughout the Year. Third 
Edition, revised, ia. 6d. 

His Presence not His Memory. Is. 
The Beatitudes. Abasement before 

God— Sorrow for Sin^Meekness of Spirit 
—Desire for Holiness — Gentleness— Purity 
of Heart — ^The Peacemakers— Sufi'erings 
for Christ. By the same Author. Pcap. 
OotaTo. Second Edition. Ss. 6d. 



Songs for the Suffering. By Rev. 

Thohab DxriB, M.A« Foolscap Octavo. 
4s. 6d. 

Pinocchi, and other Poems. Crown 

Octavo. 6s. 

Days and Hours, and other Poems. 

By Fkxdkbzgk Tsvirrsoir. Foolscap Oc- 
tavo. 6s. 



By the Bev. Ohaxlub Kzitoblxt. 

Andromeda, and other Poems. Third 

Edition. 6b. 

The Saint's Tragedy: the True 

story of Elisabeth of Hungary. Third 
Edition. 6b. 



Oulita, the Serf; a Tragedy. By 

the Author of Friend* in Cotmcil. 68. 

Kin^ Henry the Second. An His- 
torical Drama. 6s. 

Nina Sforza. A Tragedy. By R. 

ZoucH S. TsouoHTOir. Third Edition. 28. 

The Sea Spirit, and other Poems. 

By Ladt LvsHiNGTOir. 48. 6d« 



Arundmes Cami, sive Musarum Can- 

tabrigiensinm Lnsus Canori. Collegit 
atque edidit Hbkricub Dburt, M.A. 
Fifth and cheaper Edition. 7b. 6d. 



By fiicHASs OmnrBTix Tbbkch. 

Calderon's Life's a Dream : with an 

Essay on his Life and Ghenius. 48. 6d. 

Justin Martyr, and other Poems. 

Fifth Edition. 6s. 

Poems from Eastern Sources: Geno- 

veva and other Poems. Second Edition. 
6s. 6d. 

Elegiac Poems. Third Edition. 

28. 6d. 



By EsoAB Altbbs Bowbivo. 

The Complete Poems of Schiller, 

Attempted in English Verse. Foolscap 
Octavo. 6b. 

The Poems of Goethe. Translated 

in the original Metres. 78. 6a. 



Translated by Thbodobb Mabtiit. 

Vita Nuova of Dante. With an 

Introduction and Kotes. 78. 6d. 

The Odes of Horace, with a Life 

and Kotes. Second Edition. 98. 

Catullus. Translated into English 

Verse, with Life and Kotes. 6s. 6d. 

Aladdin. A Dramatic Poem. By 

Adam Obhlbvbchlabgbb. 6s. 

Correggio. A Tragedy. By Oeh- 

LBVSCHLABQBB. Ss. 



By the Author of The JETetr qfEeiolyff: 

The Young Stepmother; or, a 

Chronicle ofMistakeB. 10s. 6d. 

Hopes and Fears ; or. Scenes from 

the Life of a Spinster. Cheap Edition. 
One Volume. 6s. 

Two Vols., Foolscap 8vo, 12s. 

The Heir of RedclyfTe. Thirteenth 

Edition. 6s. 

Heartsease, or the Brother's Wife. 

Seventh Edition. 6s. 

The Lances of Lynwood. Cheap 

Edition. 8s. 

The Little Duke. Fourth Edition. 

Is. 6d. 

The Daisy Chain. Cheap Edition. 

One Volume. 68. 

Dynevor Terrace. Third Edition. 

6s. 
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By G. J. Whttb Mxltills. 

The Queen's Maries, a Romance of 

Holyrood. Cheaper Edition. 6s. 

^Good for Nothing; or. All Down 

. HiU. Tliird Edition. 68.i 

Holmby House: a Tale of Old 

Northamptonshire. Second Edition. Two 
Vols. PostSvo. IQ$. 

Digby Grand. Third Edition. 6s. 
General Bounce. SecondEdition. 5s. 
Kate Coventry, an Autobiography. 

Fourth Edition. Ss. o x- .^ 

The Interpreter : a Tale of the War. 

Second Eoition. lOs. 6d. 



Bj AwsA. Hasxhtt Dbust. 

The Inn by the Sea-Side. 

Allegory. Small Ootayo. 28. 
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Hours with the Mystics. By Eobeet 

Altbbd YkVQBAS, B.A. Second Edition. 
Two Vols. 128. 

Remains of Robert Alfred Vaughan; 

with a Memoir, by E. Vauqhait, D.D. 
Two Vols., with Portrait. 14e, 



The Nut-Brown Maids: a Eamily 

Chronicle of the Days of Queen Elisabeth. 
Post Octavo. 10b. 6d. 

My Heart's in the Highlands. By 

the same. Post Octayo. 10s. 6d. 

Meg of Elibank and other Tales. By 

the same. Post Octayo. 9b. 

Wearing the Willow; or. Bride 

Fieldinff : a Tale of Ireland and Scotland 
Sixty xeara ago. By the same. Post 
Octavo. 9b. 

Mademoiselle Mori : a Tale of Mo- 
dem Home. 6e. 



By the Author of Dorothy. 

Martha Brown, the Heiress. 5s. 
Dorothy. A Tale. 4s. 6d. 
The Maiden Sisters. 5s. 
Still Waters. Two Volumes. 9s. 
De Oressy. A Tale. 4s. 6d. 
Uncle Ralph. A Tale. * 4s. 6d. 



Gryll Grange. By the Author of 

SeadlongMaU. Small Octavo. 7b. 6d. 

For and Against ; or, Queen Mar- 
garet's Badge. By Fbakcbb M. Wil- 
BBAHAH. Two Volumes. lOs. 6d. 

Baby Bianca. A Venetian Story. 

By Mrs. YALBirinrB. Fcap. 8vo. 4b. 6d. 



By Chablxs EnresLBY, Bector of Eversley. 

Yeast : a Problem. Fourth Edition, 

with "New Preface. 68. 



Thalatta : or, the Great Commoner. 

A Political Romance. By the Author of 
Catarina •» Venice, Crown 8vo. 9b. 

Niccolo Marini, or the Mystery 

Solved. :A Tale of Naples Life. Two 
Vols. Crown 8vo. 16b. 

Chance and Choice ; or, the Educa- 
tion of CircnmBtances. 78. 6d. 

Opinions on the World, Mankind, 

Literature. Science, and Art. From the 
Oerman of Gk>ethe. Ss. 6d. 

Tales from the German of Tieck, 

containing the * Old Man of the Mountain,' 
the * Love Charm,' and * Pietro of Abano.' 
aB.6d. 
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